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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

COVID-19 Immunization Plan

B.C.’s COVID-19 Immunization Plan is designed to save lives and stop the spread of COVID-19. The information on this page is updated frequently and
is subject to change based on vaccine availability and the latest COVID-19 data.

Last updated: February 26, 2021
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The COVID-19 vaccine is saving lives. Vaccines do more than protect the people getting vaccinated, they also
protect everyone around them. The more people in a community who are immunized and protected from
COVID-19, the harder it is for COVID-19 to spread.

Vaccines in Canada

The best source of COVID-19 vaccine information is the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC).
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Approved vaccines

The COVID-19 vaccines that have been approved by Health Canada are safe, effective and will save lives. To
date, three vaccines have been approved for use by Health Canada.

. Learn about the Pfizer vaccine

. Learn about the Moderna vaccine

. Learn about the AstraZeneca vaccine

Safety

Health Canada has conducted a rigorous scientific review of the available medical evidence to assess the
safety of the Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines. Feeling worried or unsure is completely
normal when something is new.

. No major safety concerns have been identified in the data Health Canada reviewed

. We can be reassured that Health Canada has a thorough approval process that makes sure the
vaccines and medicines we take are safe

Supply

Vaccine supply is distributed by the Government of Canada and B.C. receives an allocated number of doss~ ¢
vaccine on a weekly basis. The allocated amount is expected to increase throughout 2021.
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Cost
The COVID-19 vaccine is free for everyone living in B.C. who is eligible to receive it.

Storage and delivery

B.C. is continually preparing for the ongoing storage and delivery of vaccines. Some vaccines require special
transportation, storage and handling and must be kept at ultra-low temperatures.

Dose requirement

Currently, all approved COVID-19 vaccines in Canada require two doses of vaccine per person.

When vaccine supplies are limited, the time between first and second doses will be extended so more people
can receive their first dose, increasing the benefit of limited vaccine supplies. The World Health Organization
and the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) support up to 42 days between doses.

The BCCDC is best source for the latest guidelines on first and second dose timelines.

Progress to date

The BCCDC COVID-19 dashboard is updated regularly with B.C.'s progress on vaccine dosage.

How the phases were developed

B.C.'s COVID-19 Immunization Plan happens in four phases. The phased approach is based on expert advice
and guidance from the NACI, B.C.’s Immunization Committee and the public health leadership committee.
NACI recommends certain populations receive prioritization for early COVID-19 vaccination. Eligibility for
phases is based on the age you are turning in 2021.
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Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Dec 2020 - Feb 2021 Feb - Mar 2021 April - June 2021 July - Sept 2021

High-risk population

General population

Ethical approach

B.C. is committed to an ethical approach to immunization phases. The COVID-19 vaccine will be distributed
equitably and ethically to people in B.C. following national ethical frameworks and BCCDC'’s COVID-19 Ethical
Decision-Making_Framework.

Moving between phases

The timeline for B.C.’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan is dependent on vaccine supply and availability. The
federal government is working to obtain as much vaccine as possible to distribute to provinces and territories.

It's important to understand the timeline for each phase may change due to vaccine availability. All people in
B.C. recommended to receive the vaccine will have the opportunity to get it in 2021.

You will not miss your chance to the get the vaccine when a new phase starts. Once you become eligible, you
are always eligible. For example:

. If you are in Phase 2, you can get the vaccine in Phase 3 or Phase 4

. If you are in Phase 3, you can get the vaccine in Phase 4

Reminder: Provincial Health Officer (PHO) orders and guidelines remain in place for everyone, regardless if
they have received the vaccine.
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Phase 1 and Phase 2: High-risk population immunization

The focus of Phase 1 and Phase 2 is protecting those most vulnerable to severe illness first.

Phase 1 (Current phase) Phase 2

Timeline: December 2020 to February 2021 Timeline: February to March 2021

* Residents and staff of long-term care facilities
. Individuals assessed for and awaiting long-term care
* Residents and staff of assisted living residences

«  Essential visitors to long-term care facilities and assisted
living residences

. Hospital health care workers who may provide care for COVID-
19 patients in settings like Intensive Care Units, emergency
departments, paramedics, medical units and surgical units

. Remote and isolated Indigenous communities

Phase 3 and Phase 4: General population immunization

Vaccination for the general population runs April to September 2021. Vaccines will primarily be distributed in five year age increments, starting with the 79

Seniors aged 80 and over who are not immunized in Phase 1

Indigenous (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) seniors age 65 and
over, Elders and additional Indigenous communities not
immunized in Phase 1

Hospital staff, community general practitioners (GPs) and
medical specialists not immunized in Phase 1

Vulnerable populations living and working in select congregated
settings

Staff in community home support and nursing services for
seniors

to 75 age group. Monthly breakdowns for the first dose (D1) and second dose (D2) are estimates and may change based on vaccine availability.
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Phase 3 Phase 4

Phase 3 Phase 4
Timeline: April to June 2021 Timeline: July to September 2021
. People aged 79 to 60, in five year increments: . People aged 59 to 18, in five year increments:
. 79 to 75 (D1 April, D2 May) . 59 to 55 (D1 July, D2 August)
. 74 to 70 (D1 April/May, D2 May/June) . 54 to 50 (D1 July, D2 August)
. 69 to 65 (D1 May/June, D2 June/July) e 491045 (D1 July, D2 August)
. 64 to 60 (D1 June, D2 July) e 441t040 (D1 July, D2 August)
. People aged 69 to 16 who are clinically extremely vulnerable (D1 . 39 to 35 (D1 July/August, D2 August/September)
and D2 April/June) . 34 to 30 (D1 August, D2 September)

. 29 to 25 (D1 August/September, D2 September)

People who are clinically extremely vulnerable
P y y . 24 10 18 (D1 and D2 September)

Note: Once additional vaccines are approved and become available,
people between the ages of 18 and 64 who are front-line essential
workers or work in specific workplaces or industries may be included in
the later part of Phase 3.

Register to get Immunization clinics

immunized
Immunization clinics are being organized in 172 communities in B.C and will be overseen by your local health

authority. The clinics will be held at large centres including:

. School gymnasiums
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. Arenas
. Convention halls

. Community halls

Mobile clinics in self-contained vehicles will be available for some rural communities and for people who are
homebound due to mobility issues.

Immunization clinics details will be available before Phase 3 of B.C.'s Immunization Plan.

Starting in mid-to-late February, health authorities will be reaching out to seniors aged 80 years and older,
Indigenous seniors aged 65 years and older, and Indigenous Elders to provide information on how to register
for immunization appointments. We will be providing an update on this process in the coming weeks.

How to get immunized

The process to get immunized will happen in three steps. More details about the registration process will be
made available in late February.

Step 1: Registration

Registration will help us book appointments quickly and easily. When it's time for you to register, you will select
your preferred method of communication. This is how we will contact you to book a vaccine appointment.

Registration opens March 2021. There will be two options to register:

. Online

. By phone
Step 2: Make an appointment
When you are contacted to make a vaccine appointment, you will be asked to:

. Complete a pre-screening

. Select a location, date and time

You will be able to make your appointment online or by phone.

Step 3: Appointment day
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Come prepared to your appointment and arrive a few minutes before your scheduled time. At the immunization
clinic you will:

. Complete a check-in process
. Get your vaccine dose
«  Wait in an observation area for about 15 minutes

Getting the second dose

People who get their first vaccine dose will be notified by email, text or phone call when they are eligible to
book an appointment for their second dose.

You will have the option to receive a paper and digital copy of your immunization record card. We recommend
registering for Health Gateway, where your digital immunization record card will be available only after you
receive the vaccine.

Note: Health Gateway is not a source of vaccine or immunization information.

Your immunization record will be also be stored in the online provincial database, accessible to you, public
health and your doctor.

Example of a paper immunization record card:

COVID-19 .
Immunization

DOSE@ -

Date given: ‘1““5 l \

This is a permagent fecordi Keepin & Safagp'ace.

For more infagmatioivatont SC WD 19 immunization, talk to your
haaiik care provide\onVisic \v Wb #ztic.ca/covid 19vaccine

Broduct
harie: \

Pravider
or clinic:

ey Immunize
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Vaccines do more than protect you from COVID-19, they also protect everyone around you. The more people
Community immunity in a community who are immunized against COVID-19, the harder it is for the virus to spread.

Community (herd) immunity could be reached when a large majority of people in B.C. are immunized against
COVID-19. When you choose to be vaccinated against COVID-19, you are helping save lives by protecting
your household and your entire community from the virus.

Lifting restrictions

Lifting current restrictions will be based on many factors, including:

. Number of people immunized and level of community immunity
. Number of COVID-19 cases in the province

. Health care system capacity
Layers of protection

Going back to normal life will take time. Even if you have received the vaccine, you must follow
provincial health orders and protect others by:

e«  Washing your hands
. Staying home when sick and getting tested
. Keeping a safe distance from others

e« Wearing a mask in public indoor spaces

Together, we can keep each other safe.

. iR EE miEiEsTE (Traditional Chinese)
Translated information . FEESEEEMITR (Simplified Chinese)
o Jfe3-19 AILTIE GAS
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. Plan de vaccination contre la COVID-19

. Plan de inmunizacién contra el COVID-19
« COVID-19 0| ZE A=

. Plano ng_Pagbabakuna sa COVID-19

o COVID-19:s lw el asli

. 19-3,:86S sio puzlaill dlas>

Need help? Help in other languages
Talk to a Service BC agent about non-health related information and Translation services are available in more than 120 languages, including:
services. i
. ENEARTS
( o TSR AR 42
Text: 1-604-630-0300 RHRERRSS
. faoz i wloas
r Dial: 1-888-COVID19 »  Services de traduction

. Servicios de traduccién

Service is available 7:30 am to 8 pm. Standard message and data Service is available 7:30 am to 5 pm.

rates may apply.

Call: 1-888-268-4319

Telephone for the Deaf

Across B.C. dial 711
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